
 

Funding urgently needed to sustain humanitarian assistance  
to Pakistan’s displaced  

 
[Islamabad, 04 June 2009]  While some two million people displaced from Pakistan’s 
northwestern areas urgently need assistance with food, clean water, shelter and 
emergency health care, the Humanitarian Response Plan remains only 22% funded. 
“Some sectors have already indicated that supplies such as food and essential 
medicines may not be sustainable beyond early July unless the international community 
rapidly and generously responds to these acute needs,” warned Manuel Bessler, Head 
of OCHA Pakistan. 
 
The humanitarian community continues to focus on providing relief to displaced families 
in camps, temporary shelters and with host communities. Two new camps have been 
established for IDPs arriving from Swat in the last few days, bringing the total to 21 
camps. The District Coordination Office (DCO) for Mardan is working with UNHCR, 
UNICEF, and partners such as Humanitarian Resources Development Society (HRDS), 
to get power supplies and sanitation up and running, and build shade structures.  
 
Overcrowded conditions in host family homes, where in some cases, the number of 
people living may have trebled with the arrival of IDPs, are of course affecting water 
supply and storage, and sanitation facilities. Water and Sanitation (WASH) partner 
organizations are scaling up their assistance to these communities, for example by 
installing hand pumps and distributing hygiene kits and household water storage 
vessels. UN-HABITAT and UNHCR have distributed 3,000 tents to IDPs in Mardan and 
Swabi host families, while other Shelter partners, including Save the Children, CWS, 
SRSP and Relief International, are providing packages of household items for those 
temporarily living in schools, government buildings and with host families.  
 
All these activities are being closely coordinated with WFP to ensure that families 
receive simultaneous distributions of food and other items. Food cluster partners have 
distributed more than 40,000 metric tonnes of food as of the end of May, providing a 
monthly ration of basic foodstuffs including wheat, pulses, and vegetable oil. WFP and 
partners have warned that the pipeline of food supplies could run out at the end of June 
if funds are not urgently and significantly contributed, as could the logistical services that 
ensure supplies and services reach the displaced. 
 
The risk of communicable diseases spreading is also exacerbated by the crowded 
conditions, contaminated water, inadequate sanitation and poor nutrition. With the 
monsoon season approaching, Health organizations are expressing concerns over the 
possibility of increased acute respiratory infections, cases of diarrhoea, malaria and 
meningitis. Department of Health, UNICEF and WHO conducted a nationwide polio 
campaign, which reached 1,762,629 children in the IDP hosting districts of NWFP, and 
was the first time some children from inaccessible areas of Swat and Buner had been 
immunized. Psycho-social support, mental health services and medical care of pregnant 
and new mothers are all areas of concern. A number of partners are working to provide 
and manage medicines, comprehensive Primary Health Care services, disease 
monitoring, health and hygiene promotion, testing of drinking water supplies and 
strengthening the secondary and tertiary level healthcare services. UNFPA has provided 
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reproductive health care services to more than 29,500 IDP patients so far. On 2 June, 
the first baby girl was born at UNFPA’s 6th service delivery point at Yar Hussein camp. 
  
Malnutrition levels among children and pregnant/lactating women are now being 
screened at centres in camps and host families in districts around Mardan, Lower Dir 
and Peshawar. In order to improve nutrition among displaced women and children the 
Provincial Department of Health, UNICEF and various partners have set up 
Supplementary and Outpatient Therapeutic Feeding programmes in a total of nine 
camps; more will open next week. 7,300 malnourished children and 2,500 pregnant and 
lactating women have been treated so far. A key focus of awareness-raising among the 
IDPs is breastfeeding and appropriate infant feeding practices. 
 
Education services have been boosted with the opening of two additional schools in 
Jalozai 7 and Palosa camps last week, bringing the total of nearly 12,400 children 
enrolled. Off-camp enrolment also increased to about 5,900 children as the number of 
second shift schools in host communities increased from 72 to 83. However, with more 
than 110,000 IDPs seeking shelter in vacant schools, the schooling of more than half a 
million children from host communities could be affected if schools are not vacated 
before August. Action Aid, Muslim Hands and the District Education Department are  
supporting education by providing additional school spaces or teachers for camps and 
IDPs in host communities. 
  
As well as providing children with the space to recover from the trauma of displacement, 
and psycho-social support to children, women, families, protection cluster partner 
stress the importance of supporting adults in skills training and engage IDPs in 
discussions on camp conditions, especially where the rights of women are concerned. 
Access to social assistance services through a referral network is becoming increasingly 
operational. 
 
The humanitarian community is appealing for US$543 million to provide relief and early 
recovery assistance to displaced families from northwest Pakistan, until the end of 2009. 
As of 04 June, some US$ 119 million have been contributed to the Humanitarian 
Response Plan, with an additional US$ 21 million pledged but not yet received. 
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